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O ME very incorrect repreſenta- 

tions of certain Swediſh papers, 
having appear'd in England ; it has 
been judg'd expedient to give a tranſ- 
lation of the whole together; as lite- 
ral as the different idioms of the 
two languages will admit. 


There are in the original Swediſh, 
certain modes of expreſſion, uſed in 
addreſs, and ceremony, which no other 
language can properly retain: theſe 
therefore are omitted in great part; 


and! in reſpect of the reſt, it is to be 
A 2 obſerved, 


63 


* 
—— —— — 


— 
—— — 


3 
. 


oy 


aS 


ws. MG 


( w ) 
obſerved, that exactneſs has been more 
ſtudied than elegance of expreſſion; 
and where one was neceſſarily to be 
facrificed; it has always been the lat- 
ter: a faithful Tranſlation being the 
point in view, and not a florid one. 


SPEECH. [of WE Kine of Saad, 


To the 8 T A 1 E 8. 
1 
Aſfembled in the Great Hall at STOCK- 
HOLM, | Auguſt 21, > 14 


Nobles, and People of Sweden, &c. &c, 


T Nwardly fill d with the moſt true concern 
for ths ſituation of our Parent Country, 
and under the neceſſity that I am to lay the 
truth in open day before you; fince the realm 
ſtands upon the very brink of its deſtruc- 
tion ; you mult not wonder that you are not- 
received by me this day, with the fame heart- 
felt joy which has at other times attended 
your aſſemblies before the throne. My heart 
does not upbraid me with having — 
any thing from you: Twice have I ſpoken to 
ou with all the truth which my office 
demanded ; and all the | ſincerity which 
true honour requird. The ſame ſincerity 
ſhall now conduct my Speech: in which the 
paſt muſt be 1 in order to ſet 


right the preſent. 10 
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I is a Melancholy, but a well known 
truth, that hatred and diſcord have torn 
the realm: The people have been a long 
time ſeverd by two parties; divided as 
it were into two ſeparate nations, united 
only in the mangling of their Parent Coun- 
try. Vou know how this diſcord has pro- 
duced rancaur';' rancour revenge; revenge 
perſecution ; and perſecution new revolu- 
tions; which grew at laſt into a periodical 
diſeaſe ; disfiguring and humiliating the whole 


— 


commonwealth. Such commotions have 


ſhook the realm, for the ſake of a few peo- 


ple's ambition: Streams of blood have 
flow'd; pour'd out ſometimes by one party, 
and ſometimes by another: and always the 
people have been ſactificd to quarrels, in the 


_ event of which themſelves had very little 


concern; but whoſe unfortunate conſe- 
quences they were ſure to feel the firſt, and 
moſt. The only end of the rulers has been 
to fortify their own power: all has of 
neceſtity been adapted to that purpoſe : often 
at the expence of their fellow- citizens; al- 
ways at that of their country. Where the 
law was clear, the letter of it has been per- 
verted : where it was palpably repugnant, 
it has been broken thro', Nothing has been 
ſacred to a people inflamed with hatred and 
revenge : and the feeds of confuſion have in 
the end been fpread ſo far, it has become 
a declared opinion, that a majority is above 
a 7 . law; 


| ("FP 3 
law ;. and owns no reſtraint but its own 
pleaſure. 


Thus liberty, the nobleſt of the rights 
of men, has been transform'd into an — 
portable ariſtocratical tyranny, in the hands 
of the ruling party; which was itſelf enſlav d, 
and led at pleaſure by a very ſmall number of 
its body, The notice of a new Aſſembly of 
the States, has made every one tremble : Far 
from conſidering how the affairs of the na- 
tion might be beſt tranſacted, they have 
been only buſied in getting together a ma- 
jority for their party; that they might 
be ſkreen d from the inſolence and lawleſs 
violence of the other. If the interior ſitua- 
tion of the realm ſtood thus endanger d; 
how hideous was its external aſpect! I bluſh 
to ſpeak about it : Born a Swede, and a King 
of Sweden, it ſhould be an impoſſibility for 
me to believe that foreign ſchemes could go- 
vern Swediſh men: Nay more, that the very 
baſeſt means ſhould have been employ'd for 
that purpoſe. You know what tis I mean: 
My bluſhes ought to make you deeply ſen- 
ſible into what contempt the kingdom has been 
thrown by your quarrels. 


Such was the fituation wherein I found 
this kingdom, when I received, by the 
decrees of the Divine Providence, the Swe- 


diſh Scepter, Your heart will tell you I 
A 4 have 
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have ſpared no pains to unite you: In 


all my ſpeeches from the throne; and 
on. all other occaſions, I have infiſted upon 
concord; and ſubmiſſion to the law: I 
have given up as well what might concern 
me as a Man, as what might be dear to me, 
as a King. I have held no obligations too 
difficult to ſubmit to, no ſteps too rugged to 
paſs, in order to reach an end fo valuable to 
my Parent Country. If there be one among 
you who can deny this ſolemn truth, let him 
freely ſtand up, and ſpeak, 


I form'd a hope that theſe endeavours on 
my part would have releaſed you from thoſe 
chains which foreign gold, inteſtine ha- 
tred, and avowed. licentiouſneſs, were on 
the point to fix upon you: and that the 
hideous examples of other countries thus en- 
ſlav'd, might have afforded you a threatning 
warning : but all has been in vain. You 
have been miſguided on one part by your 
leaders; and on the other, inflam'd by your 
private animoſities. All fences have been 
trampled to the carth ; all ſtipulations bro- 
ken; licentiouſneſs has had its free courſe ; 
and has run on with the more violence, the 
more pains have been taken to check it. The 
moſt virtuous, the moſt deſerving, the firſt, 

and higheſt of your fellow-citizens, have 
been facrific'd : Veterans in office, men of 
known capacity, and long try'd faith, have 


been 
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deen degraded ; whole” magiſtracies have 
been ſuſpended ; nay, even the people cruſnd: 
their juſt complaints have been tortur'd into 
ſedition : and liberty itſelf at length trans- 
formed into an ariſtocratic yoke, no Swede 
can bear. Even the Moſt High has appear d 
in anger at the unrighteouſneſs of thoſe who 
govern'd : The earth refuſed its natural in- 
creaſe ; and famine and diſtreſs fell heavy on 
the whole country. Yet even then; far 
from endeavouring at a timely remedy; when 
I infiſted on ſuch meaſures, you 'appear'd 
more attentive to exert your own vengeances, 
than to find means of relief for your Con- 
ſtituents : nor could neceſſity itſelf oblige 
you to look into the diſtreſſes of a miſerable 
people, till it was very, very near too late. 
In this manner was a whole year ſpent, un- 
der one Dyet; burthenſome to the coun» 
try; yet deſtitute of any good effect. My 
repreſentations to you prov'd all in vain; 
all my endeavours fruitleſs. IT waited 
in ſilence, full of grief for the diſtreſſes of 
my country, to ſee what the nation would 
think of this conduct of its Repreſentatives, 
toward me, and toward themſelves. Part 
have ſubmitted to the tyranny, with ſighs; 
but in filence, not knowing where help 
could be found, or by what means to ſeek it: 
Deſpair has ſeiz'd one corner of the king- 
dom ; and there they have taken up arms. 


In 
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In this. ſituation, when the whole coun» 
try, when true liberty, and juſt ſecurity (not 


to ſpeak of the danger of my own life) when 
all was thus at ſtake, I ſaw no other way, next 
after the aſſiſtance of the Divine Providence, 
but to apply to thoſe meaſures which have 
freed other generous, and reſolute nations; 
and which formerly freed Sweden herſelf, 
from unſufferable violence and oppreſſion, 
under the conduct of Guſtavus Vaſa, God 
has been pleaſed to bleſs my undertaking': 
and I have ſeen that zeal for their country, 
which formerly glow'd in the hearts of 
Engelbrecht, and Guſtavus Erickſon, revive at 
once in the minds of my people. All has 
{ucceeded happily; and I have fav'd my 
Parent Country, and myſelf, without injury 
to one ſingle fellow-citizen. 


115 . You are greatly miſtaken if you believe 
here has been any other aim, but liberty, and 
law. I have promis'd to govern a free peo- 
If: ple; this vow is more ſacred as it was 

| voluntary ; and what has happened ſhall 

| never lead me from a purpoſe, which was 
not founded merely on neceflity; but alſo 
on conviction, Far from affecting liberty; it 
is licentiouſneſs I ſhall deſtroy; and, with it, 
that arbitrary ſway with which this country 
has been rul'd: transforming all into an or- 
| derly, and ſettled government ; ſuch as the 
1 | ancient 
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ancient Swediſh laws eſtabliſn; and ſack” as 
Sweden before enjoyed under my / greateſt | 


Predeceſſors. 


all that now is doing: to eſtabliſh a true li- 
berty, which alone can render you, my dear 
ſubjects, a happy people; by ſecurity, under 
the law, and by the law, in all your poſ- 
ſeſſions ; by the exerciſe of all honeſt 
profeſſions: by an impartial diſtribution 
of juſtice ; by r order in cities, and 
throughout the country; by careful endea- 
vours to promote the common good; by 
giving to every one the enjoyment of it, in 
peace and ſafety; and, to crown all, by a true 
piety, free from hypoeriſy, and ſuperſtition. 
All this can be obtained alone hy eſtabliſhing 
for the government of the kingdom, a fixed, 
noalterable Law j- wheſe very letter muſt 
not be perverted : which muſt bind not the 
King alone, but muſt bind in the ſame man- 
ner alſo the States; and which muſt be inca- 
pable of being repealed or altered, otherwiſe 
than by the free conſent of both: which 
ſhall permit a Sovereign, zealous for the proſ- 
2 of his country, to confer with the 
tates, without their looking on him as an 
object of terror: and which finally ſhall unite 
together the King and the States, in one com- 
mon intereſt; the welfare of the kingdom. 


Such 
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Such a law, as binding to myſelf as you, is 
- Ran which I ſhall now Free to be read be- 


fore you. 


Vou will perceive eaſily, by all I now have 
fpoken, that far from following any private 
views; all has been done for the fake of the 
country: and if I have been compell'd to 
diſplay before you Truth, in its full light, I 
have done it, not in animoſity; but only out 
of regard to your real welfare. I doubt not 
therefore you will receive all with thanks; 

and that we ſhall together, by theſe means, 
lay a ſubſtantial and firm foundation for your 
true happineſs and liberty. i 


Great Kings, umortal in bei fame, 
bare ſway'd the Sceptre I now hold. It 
would be the higheſt preſumption in me to 
aim at a 'reſemblance of them: yet in my 
zeal and love ſor you I emulate them all: 
and if you wear the ſame heart with me, 
for our Parent Country, J hope the Swediſh 
name will regain that honour and reſpect 
which it acquired in the years of our An- 


ceſtors. 


The Almighty God, from whom nothing 
is hid, ſees my heart, and all its | ſecret 
thoughts this moment. May he ſhower” 
down his grace and bleſſing on your deter- 
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the ſupport, the ſtrength, and the proſperity 
of the Lag dem and to 1 $42 | 
ſecurity, and welfare. of our loyal. IR 5 
and whereas We, in | order to the obtain= 
ing of this, have graciouſly found the pre- 
ſent ſituation of our Parent Country require, 
that an amendment of the fundamental laws, 
adapted to the before-mentioned moſt uſe- 
ful ends, was abſolutely neceſlary : and there- 
fore have, after the moſt mature conſidera- 
tion and enquiries, conceived a form, for 
the conducting and governing the kingdom; 
8 which 


64 
which the States of the Realm, now aſſem- 
bled, have receiv'd unanimouſſy, and upon 
their oath. We alſo do graciouſly confirm, 
ſtrengthen, and ſupport this form of Go- 
vernment; agreed to by all the States of 
the Realm, in the manner as word for 
word hereafter follows. s. 


We the underwritten Senators, and States 
of Sweden, Counts, Barons, Biſhops, No- 
bility, Clergy, Military-Depaties, Burpeſfes, 
and Community, now here aſſembled, do 
make it. known for us, and our Brethren at 
home, that whereas We, by a dreadful ex- 
perience, have found that under the name 
of a noble Liberty, ſeveral of our fellow 
citizens have erected themſelves into a domĩ̃· 
tion, which has beeome ſo much the more 
inſupportable, as it aroſe under licentiouſ- 
nefs, has eſtabliſhed itſelf by ſelf-intereſt, 
and  fevere meaſures; and has finally been 
ſupported by foreign power, and influence ; 
to the diſtreſs of the whole community: 
which had thrown us into the greateſt ha- 
zards, by means of a wrong interpretation 
of the Taws ; and in the end might have 
brought upon the Realm, (the dear Parent 
Country of us all,) thoſe dreadful cala- 
mities, which records of former times, and 
the examples of our neighbours ſhew us; if 
a fervency and love for their country in 
zealous fellow-citizens, ſupported by of 

ES” Ze 


6 


zeal and endeavours of the moſt potent 
prince Guſtavus III. King of Sweden, Gothia 
and Wandalia, &c. &c. moſt gracious King, 
and Lord of all of us, had not ſnateh'd 
and ſaved us from it: therefore We have 
conſidered how to fortify our Liberty in ſuen 
a manner that it may not be vielated by 
an enterprizing Prince, ill- minded toward 
the country; or by ambitious, -felf-inte- 
reſted, and treacherous fellow-citizens ; and 
outrageous, and haughty enemies: In ordet 
that the ancient Swediſh and Gothiſh 
Realms might perpetually remain a free, 
independent kingdom; We therefore have 
conſented to, and eſtabliſhed, as We now, 
by this, do declare and eſtabliſh, this Form 
of Government to be a fixed and ſaered fun- 
damental law; which We, for us, and our 
poſterity, as well born as unborn, bind our- 
felves to fulfil, to follow its literal contents, 
and look on him or them as enemies to 
our country who ſhould attempt to lead us 
to deviate from it; juſt as it word by word 
here follows. 10 of 9D 2 Of 


§ 1. 


. As concord in Religion, and the true 

worſhip of God, are the moſt firm founda- 
tion of a laudable, unanimous, and laſting 
Government ; therefore the King, as well as 
all officers of State, and Subjects, in this 


King- 
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( 26 ) 

kingdom, ſhall hereafter, as before, firſt and 
chiefly hold the pure and clear word of God, 
as it is contained in the Prophetical and 
Apoſtolical Writings, and in Chtiſtian 
Symbols *; * the Catechiſm of Luther, as ex- 
plain'd in the unaltered Auſburgical Con- 
feſſion, and in the Council at Upſal, and 
former Publick Acts and Declarations, is 
ſtipulated, on that head; ſo that the right 
of. the Church may be ſupported, without 
prejudice to any of the prerogatives of tho 
Ss 0 Crowds: or the People, 


8 2. 


The King is to govern, his kingdom as + 
the Swediſh law declares; he, and no other: 
to ſupport, love, and guard Right and Truth; 

to prohibit, remove, and coppeel whatſoever 
is wrong, or unjuſt : he is to defpoil no per- 


7 


ſon of his life, or limbs, and honour, 


and welfare, unleſs he be legally convicted 
and ſentenced; to deprive no perfon, or cauſe 
to be deprived, of any goods, moveable, or 
immoveable, without legal trial and ſen- 


tence; and to govern 'the realm after the 


King's Chapter , the Land's-lagen Law, and 
this preſent Form of Government. 


— — 
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N Symbolis, 
+ The ancient Swediſh law was en nerd in 8 


tables, or char, called in the Swediſh Balch, Konunga 
Baltken, | | 
983. 
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be bider of ſucceflion' to the Crowh 
remains entirely by the Act of Settlement; 
as it was reſolved and determined upon at 
Stockholm, Anno 1743 and according as 


the Act of Settlement at Weſteras T5443 
and the decree of Norköping, in the year 
1604, ſtipulate and contain. J 


94. nods 
Next after the King's Ma ſelty. the great= 


eſt teverence has; from ancient times, been 
ſhewn, and ſhall hereafter be'ſhewn, to the 
Senators of the Realm; which the King alone 
is to ſelect and chuſe, from among the? native 
Swediſh Nobility, and Gentry, who ate bound 
to the King, and to the kingdom, in alle- 
giance, truſt, and ſuccour i And whereas theſe 
cannot be fixed to any certain number; be- 
cauſe ſo many are to be appointed, as the ne- 
ceſſity and honour of the kingdom may re- 
quire; thoſe in ordinary are to be ſeventeen; 
including the high officers of State, and the 
Governor General of Pomerania. PR 


' 


Their putpoſe and endeavour ſhall be to 
adviſe his Majeſty in all important tranſac- 
tions and buſineſs of the State, when they 
are conſulted about it by the King; to con- 
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Whereas tranſactions about peace, armiſ- 


618) | 
firm all the rights of the kingdom, adviſe 
him what is moſt uſeful for himfelf, and for 


the Realm, to the beſt of their know- 
ledge ; to confirm the States, and the Com- 


monalty, in their fidelity and loyality; al- 


ways to take care of the right, dignity, in- 
dependence, benefit, and welfare of the King. 
and of the kingdom: and conſequently (as 
the decree of the Dyet 1602 mentions) they 
are to adviſe as their office requires; but not 
to govern. In all things elſe the Senators 
are only bound to the King, and reſpon- 


. fible to him alone for their counſels; yet 
cannot the King upbraid them with, or 
lay to their charge, any unfortunate event, 
which may have happened contrary to their 
wiſhes, expectation, thought, and well- 
founded opinions: particularly if in the 


execution, good counſels ſhould not reach 


their propoſed ends, thro' the fault of thoſe 
whoſe buſineſs it was, and who had been or- 
dered, to execute and tranſact. 


y 5 


The King is to rule and govern, fave and 
protect, the towns and countries, and all his 
own, and all the Crown's right, as the law 


and this form of Government directs. 


8 6. 
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tice or alliance, offenſive ot defenſive, ſel- 
dom will admit of the leaſt delay; and ab- 
ſolutely require the greateſt ſecreſy: His Ma- 
jeſty therotobs upon thoſe capital occaſions, 

deliberates with the Senators; and hay- 
ing heard and conſidered their opinions, he 
takes thoſe meaſutes, arid uſes thoſe ex- 
pedients, which himſelf finds to be the 
beſt and moſt | uſeful to his Crown, and to 
the Realm: if in matters of ſuch conſe- 
quence, all the Senators ſhould unanimouſly 
agree in an opinion that 1s contrary to. his 
Majeſty's, then his Majeſty will ſuffer things 
to be determin'd according to the opinion of 
the Senators: but ſhould: their opinions be 
different, then his Majeſty conſiders, and 
chuſes the opinion he judges to be the beſt, 
and moſt uſeful.» l ot 


Ty d 7. 


If a King of Sweden ſhould be a fo- 
reigner, he is not to go out of his kingdom 
without the knowledge and conſent of the 
States. But when he is a Swede, and na- 
tive of the country, he only communicates 
ſuch intention to the Senate, and aſks their 
opinion and advice, as is preſcribed, and 43 
the 6th Stipulation mentions. | 


| 8 8. 
And in order that all the ſeveral; af- 
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fairs 
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fairs and undertakings: of the State, which 
are laid before his Majeſty, may be executed 
with ſo much the greater order and diſpatch, 
the buſineſs is to be diſtributed among the 
Senators, in the manner as it ſhall appear to 
the King moſt uſeful and expedient; his 
1 as the head of the whole king; 
dom, being accountable to God, and the 
country alone, for his Government: and in 
all theſe matters, after the King has heard 
thoſe of the Senators opinions, who are ac- 
quainted with the objects under conſidera- 
tion, and whom the King has ſelected for that 
purpoſe, his Majeſty has the caſting voice: 
only from this are excepted all matters of 
law : (cauſæ juridicæ.) Theſe are to be try d 
at the High Courts of Juſtioe, the Military 
Courts, and the other Tribunals in the king- 
dom, and afterwards fall under the final 
deciſion of the Great Court of Reviſion of 
Juſtice; which always is to conſiſt of Seven 
Senators, who have before been employ d in 
law offices, and are known to be men of 
integrity and experience; and where the 
King himſelf, now as before, aſſiſts: hav- 
ing there only two votes; and in the caſe of 
parity of votes, the caſting voice. | 


J g 
The King is entitled, and he only, to 


pardon and reſtore honour, life, and effects, 
in 


| {' an 9 
in all criminal caſes; where it is not mani- 
feſtly errerre . the clear word: of 
| God. [301 see fh 
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All the high 2 Lieutenant 
Colonel to Field Marſhal, hoth incluſively 
taken; and all of equal Rank in the Church 
as well as in the State, are diſpoſed of by 
the King in Sitting Senate, in the follow - 
ing manner; namely, When à vacancy hap- 
pens, the Senators are obliged to make them- 
ſelves acquainted with the abilities and me- 
rits of all thoſe perſons who are candidates 
for ſuch places of conſequence ;-and whe 
_ oome into, expectation of them; and 

to give an account of it to the Kings 
— this, the King declares in the Le 
whom his Majeſty has been pleaſed to fix 
upon to be advanced to the vacant employ- 
ment: then thoſe Senators may declare their 
opinions; but not proceed to voting. T 
fill all other employments, three the moſt 
capable and deſerving CINE beſt ſuited 
to the nature of the poſt, that can be found, 
are to be preſented: to hie Majeſty by the 
ſeveral boards or departments, to whom the 
office belongs: one or other of theſe. may 
be a perſon not belonging to the recom- 
mending Board; and all other competent can- 
didates for the vacant poſt are alſo to. be 
nam'd. In the army all is to procead 
B 3 in 


Three of the Dioceſes in Sweden have Superinten- 
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in the preſentation to preferments, accord - 
ing to an Act of King Charles XII. of the 
6th of November, 1716. Should it be found 
that at thoſe preſentations, any perſon has ſut- 
fered wrong, or been paſt over without rea- 
Jon, then the perſons to whom they be- 
long'd are to be anſwerable for it. Among 
the candidates, his Majeſty chooſes whom 
he thinks the moſt proper. But all the in- 
ferior employments that the Courts, Boards, 
Conſiſtories, Colonels of Regiments, and all 
other Bodies, have been uſed to give away 
before the year 1680, are now and hereafter, 
left to their on particular diſpoſition. No 
foreigners, be they Dukes, Princes, or other 
perſons whatſoever, may ever hereafter be 
employ'd or inveſted with any public em- 
ployment, either in the Civil, or the Mi- 
litary departments, his Majeſty's court only 
excepted ; unleſs when they can by eminent 
and great abilities and qualities do ſignal 
Honour and remarkable advantage to the 
Realm. To all theſe employments, capa- 
city, and experience, "ſhall advance men, 
without regard to fayour, or birth; When 
theſe are not joined to ability. With reſpect 
to the choice of Archbiſhops,” Biſhops, and 
Superintendants *, it is to remain upon the 
ſame fodbting as has been heretofore; the 
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Kants, not Biſhops. — 
ri) King 


G 
King only fixes upon one of the three, that 


have been duly pteſented to him: Rectors * 
are to be appointed exactly as it ĩs ſtipulated 
by the Form of Government yz0, and 
other Acts that have afterwards been pub- 
Jiſhed and confirmed, concerning the ſame. 


dun. 


The King owe has the * — enno- 
bling thoſe who by fidelity, virtue, valour, 
learning, and experience, have made them 
{elves well deſerving of his Majeſty, and the 
Realm: but as the number of the Nobility 
in Sweden is very great, his Majeſty will be 
pleaſed to confine this number within one hun- 
dred andi fifty; which one hundred and fifty 
new families the Nobiſity have no power to 
refuſe admiſſion into their houſe: neither can 
the Nobility refuſe admiſſion to thoſe No- 
blemen the King has been pleaſed to favour. 
with the title and honour of Count or Baron 
and who have made themſelves well deſerv - 
ing of it by great and particular merits. 
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All matters 280 tors above excepted, | are 
to be laid before his Majeſty in the Cloſet, 
or in one of the diviſions of the Senate, if 


—__ — * PR * —_— —_—_— kk 


— —— . 


— „—— qſ— 4 2 — — —_— OI" 


of Ee ; 
B 4 it 


ae 


— 2 


(+ ) 
it appears tion his Majeſty to be more con- 
venient ; or if bis Majeſty ſhould defire to 
take the opinions of ſeveral of the Senators 
upon it: but yet it is even then to be con- 
ROW 5 ff nn in e nne 1s oft; 
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Whereas the kingdom is extenſive, the 
matters many, and of greater conſequence 
than that the King can poſſibly execute 
every thing himſelf; he therefore requires 
many ee * be 40. dd 


* f 
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Y For the more . diligent a hatin ad- 

miniſtration, and forwarding of the public 
buſineſs, certain Boards are appointed; which 
in the manner of arms to the body, extend 
themſelves to every thing that is to be done, 
and executed in the kingdom. They dre 
right and authority each of them officially, 
and by virtue of their commiſſion, to exert 
a power over their ſubordinates; to remind 
thoſe who are under their care and direction 
in performing of their duty, to require ac- 
counts of their ſeveral adminiſtrations, and 
to give his Majeſty concerning that, as well 
as their own tranſactions, all the information 
that is neceſſary aud deſired. 


71 TRE 8 15. 


(3 ) 

n s Mils 0. +3] ©3324, (ie 
„ au ba eee 20013660 e 
e 3640 on een - DURA 
In the High Court of: Juſtice,” which is 
the King's ſupreme jury &, there is à Preſi- 
dent, who, by knowledge of the law, has 
made himſelf fit for the office of a Judge: 
and he has for aſſiſtants a Vice-Preſident, and 
the uſual Counſellors of Juſtice, and A- 
ſeſſors. The ſeveral Courts of Law are each 
within their juriſdiction, to inſpect and cauſe 
that Law and Juſtice may be duly and well 
adminiſtered according to the written 
Swediſh Law, its Acts and Ordinances; - 
which, without torturing their ſenſe, are to 
be obſerved in the juſt and true meaning 

of the words, and followed in proneuncin 
ſentence :\ that, thus theſe High Courts of 
Juſtice, » without advantage, ſelf-intereſt; or 
other conſiderations, may do right to every 
rſon, as they ſhall be able to anſtret for it 

before God, and his Majeſty; ſo that in- 
juſtice may not deſtroy the land, and the 
kingdom. No Nobleman can upon ſuch in- 
formations, as affect his life and honour, be 
condemned by any other Court but by the 
High Courts of Juſtice; entirely as the 
privileges and Act, called, Proceſs of Juſ- 
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* r högſta Namnd. In Sweden the King 
is conſidered as the Judge, and the Courts as a Jury, 
who deliver to his Majeſty their verdict of opinion. 
* tice, 
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tice, Anno 1615, order, eſtabliſh, and direct: 
yet ſo, that the trial be had upon the 
ſpot, and that no other criminal matters, 
than What concern life and honour, may be 
drawn under it. It belongs likewiſe to 
the High Courts of -Juſtice, cloſely to inſpect 
the inferior Judges in the country and towns, 
as. well as the ſeveral: Officers of Juſtice: 
and when thro' imprudence, inattention, or 
avarice, any fault is committed by them, they 
zre, according to the particular nature of 
each caſe, to try, ſentence, and puniſh. them 
immediately; but if any is found inten- 
tionally, thro hatred, ill-will, or a paſſion 
for bribes, to have miſapplied the law, 
and thus wounded his conſcience, and hurt 
bis neighbour, to his life, honour, and wel- 
fare, ſuch a one is not to be ſuffered to 
compound for his iniquity and malice with 
fines, or the loſs of his otfice ; but with the 
loſs af his life and honour, according to 
the nature of the caſe, and entirely according 
to the Swediſh law. Neither are ſuch crimes 
to be ſilenced by connivance, or to be 
forgiven thro! an unſeaſonable pity; that in 
matters of ſo nice a nature, others may 
not be induced licentiouſly to miſuſe / Juf- 
tice; when they ſee that well merited reſent- 
ment and puniſhment falls upon ſuch faults, 
miſdemeanors, and ="! ior i On the other 
fide, thoſe who thro' malsvolence, inconſide- 
rateneſe, or revenge, attack Judges, or other 
* 955 Officers 


(2) 
Officers of the Law, coneerning the perform 
ing of their duty, with injurious and offen- 
ſive words or | writings, without being able 
to prove what they have laid to their charge, 
are to be ſeverely puniſhed, according to 
the circumſtances of each caſe; in order that 
turbulent, provoking, and malicious people 
may fear; and take example from it. No 
perſon whatſoever may be kept long in pri- 
ſon before he is try'd and ſentenced; and in 
order that no want or diſtreſs may'give oc- 
caſion to bad precedents, and become a falſe 
cover and pretence for a Judge's abuſe of 
his office, the money the country people 
have allowed their juſtices and Judges for 
their appointments, and likewiſe for the ex- 
pences allowed towards Quarter Seſſions and 
Circuits *, according to the Act of Aſſurance 
of King Guſtavus Adolphus, Anno 1611, 
is never to be applied but to the proper 
deſtination, and the ſupply of the reſpective 
Judges, according to the eftabliſhment, The 
King's Officers and Fiſcals are not to execute 
their office offenſively, or with ſelf-intereſt; 
and when it is found they do, they muſt 
legally anſwer for it; and upon this the 
King's Attorney General ought to have a vi- 
gilant cye; to whom it belongs alſo to 
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inſpect how Laws and Public Acts are obey'd; 
and to give an account of it to the King. The 
High Courts of Juſtice are now, as before, 
to be three ; the firſt at Stockholm, to 
which belongs the kingdom of Sweden, diſ- 
tinctly ſo called in the old Law; the ſecond 
is at Jönköping, and to it belongs the Go- 
thic kingdom; and the third has its feat 
at Abo, to which Wert ns Great» ey yo. 
* —— nt Fit 
. bn 9 — 
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pee tienen deputations, with 
power to try, and condemn; or extraordi- 
nary Courts of Juſtice, which may be or- 
dered by the King, or the States of the Realm, 
are after this time aboliſhed, as they are 
means for promoting deſpotiſm and tyranny : 
_— ery Swediſh man is to enjoy the be- 
t and juſtice of being try d at that court 

to Which he belongs, —— to the law 
of Sweden: But in caſe it ſhould happen 
that any of ſuch high birth, or any of the 
Senators of the Realm, or a whole Board, 
may have committed any thing, by which 
the King, the Realm, or the Majeſty of the 
Crown, has been affected; that the crimi- 
nals cannot be try'd, either by the King's 
Court of Juſtice, or the Senate, then a 
High Court of the Realm is to be eſta- 
bliſh' d, in which the King himſelf is; or in 
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his 
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his place the next heir to the Crown, or 
any of the hereditary” Princes preſides or 
the eldeſt among the Senators: and theſe 
have for aſſiſtants all the Senators, the Field 
Marſhal, all the preſidents of the different 
Boards of the Realm, four' of the "oldeſt 
Counſellors of juſtice, from the three King's 
Courts of juſtice, one General, two ſenior 
Lieutenant Generals, two ſenior Major Ge- 
nerals, the ſenior Admiral, the two ſenior 
Vice Admirals, the two ſenior: Contra Ad- 
mirals, the Chancellor of the Court, and 
the three Secretaries of State; the Chan- 
cellor of Juſtice * is always Plaintiff, and 
the Senior among the Secretaries of Re- 
viſion is as the Recorder. This Court of 
Juſtice, after the trial is over, is to pro- 
nounce the ſentence with open doors, that 
nobody afterwards may alter, much leſs in- 
creaſe it. The King however not bein; 

prevented from granting pardon. i 


9 17. 


Next after the King's Courts of Juſtice 
follows the War Office, in which is to 
be now, as was uſual before, a Preſident, 
the Maſter of the Ordonance, the Quar- 
ter Maſter General, and the uſual Coun- 
fellors of War; who muſt be verſed in keep- 


* 
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accounts, and be choſen from among 


tele who have knowledge in Military af- 
fairs. This Board has inſpection and care 
of the whole Land Forces of the Realm, 
the Artillery, that is made uſe of in the 
Camps and fortify d places, of the Corps of 
Ordonance, and Artillery, of Canons, Facto- 
ries, Arms, Swords, Ammunition, and what 
belongs to theſe : the quality of the fortifica- 
tions,chiefly at the frontiers, caſtles, and other 
buildings, for the ſervices of war; of all 
ſummonings, preſſings, and muſterings, &c. 
according to the Inſtructions, Acts, and 
Royal Patents, that Miready ag, or hereafter 
| __ be made. v2” 
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The whole Military body of the Som 
dom, by land and ſea, with its higheſt 
officers and ſubalterns, muſt make their oath 
of fidelity and allegiance to the King, the 
Realm, and the States ; according to the form 
now conceived. The Military, Horſe and Foot, 
as well as eſtabliſhment of the Sailors, re- 
main as by their ſettlements ; and they may 
eſtabliſh contracts, with the Commonalty 
and Towns, which are exactly to be followed 
and obſerved, until the King and the States 
jointly ſhall find it neceſſary to make 8860 al- 
teration concerning them. 7 


& 19, 
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A Colonel, or any other of the Military 
Commanders, may not, without the King's 
own gracious command, call upon any Sol- 
diers diſmiſſed to their homes, to break-up 
houſe and march, excepting to the uſual 
regimental and other meetings ; unleſs there 
ſhould happen an unexpected irruption of 
an enemy into the kingdom, and then it muſt 
immediately be reported to the King; the 
ſupreme command of his whole Military 
power, by land and ſea, belonging to the 
King alone; as it has been the cuſtom in the 
ancient and happy times, when the king 
dom was moſt glorious. 


$ 20. 


The third Board of the kingdom is the 
Board of Admiralty; in which is a Preſident, 
having for aſſiſtants all the preſent Admirals 
and Flag Officers : but for the better ma- 
nagement of thoſe tranſactions, there mult be 
for the conſultation with his Majeſty one 
Senator, who has ſerved in the Navy, and 
is experienced in maritime affairs. This 
Board has the ſuperintendance, care, and ma- 
nagement of the naval force of the kingdom, 
and every thing belonging to it, as well 
relating to Ships building, fitting them out, 
and 
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and providing them with. Guns, as pro- 
curing of Proviſions, raiſing of Sailors, Div- 
ing, and Pilotage, and all other buſineſs 
thereunto belonging; and all other ſuch 
matters, according to the Inſtructions, Royal 
Letters, and Acts, that 9 are or n 
you ye be iſſued. Ha? 
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The fourth Board of the Wann is the 
a of the Realm, wherein one of the 
Senators always preſides ; and has for aſſiſt- 
ants one or more of the ſame rank: toge- 
ther with the Chancellor of the Court, Se- 
cretaries of State, and the uſual Coun- 
ſellors of the Chancery. By this Board are 
conceived and projected all Acts, Statutes, and 
Reſcripts, which concern the kingdom in 
general, or the privileges of ſingle Towns, 
and private perſons : in particular, patents, 
writings, orders, and commands: to this 
Board alſo belong even all Acts of Dyets, 
and other public meetings, alliances | with 
foreign powers, and conventions of peace 
with enemies; the proper diſpatching of 
Ambaſſadors, all ordinary Councils the King 
holds with the Senate, or thoſe he holds 
with ſome of the Senators, and the records 
that have been kept concerning theſe; and 
whatever i is iſſued under the King's own hand 
and name. This Board is likewiſe to take 

all 
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all neceſſary proviſion and care about the poſ- 
tage in the whole kingdom, and the King's 
ſubjacent dominions, ; ſo that it be duly ad- 

miniſtered under the inſpection of the Superior 
director of the poſt. The Secretaries of State 
are to take a particular care, and to inſpect, that 
the expreſſes after — Majeſty's 4 0 and 

urſuant to the records, be got ready, ſpeedi- 
Jy properly, and 1n — 4 order ; 1 be 
iſſued without omiſſion of the leaſt article, 
on any conſideration. whatſoever. Should 
any perſon be ſo audacious as to make an 
expreſs, which was contrary to his Majeſty's 
deciſion; and by this means attempt to ſur- - 
priſe his Majeſty (which, by the multitude of 
expreſſes eaſily may happen) he ſhall, after 
trial and legal condemnation, be diſmiſſed 
from his place; and, according to the 
crime, duly puniſhed : and no command 
hereafter, as. till this time, ſhall therefore 
be obeyed. and followed, that is not pro- 
vided with due contraſignation : Military 
matters excepted. For the reſt, this Board 
is to obſerve the Act, entitled, Order of the 
Chancery; and the Inſtructions, Letters, and 
King's 3 all ſuch as they already 
have, or hereafter may receive. 


§ 22. 


The King nominates in Council ®, yet 


without 


* Sittjande Rad. — Sitting Senate. 
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without di Aion *, the Preſident in the Chan- 
cery, thoſe Counſellors of Chancery that 
are Senators, the Chancellor to the Court, 
Law Chancellor, Secretaries of State, Coun- 
ſellors of Chancery, and firſt Secretaries to 
the Secretaries of States departments; and 
takes thoſe whom he has moſt in his confi- 
dence. This likewiſe is to be obſerved as 
to his Majeſty's Miniſters at foreign courts. 
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The sth Board of the Realm is the Board 
of the Chamber, where there is a Preſident; 
and the uſual Counfeltors of the Chamber. 
There all thoſe who have concerns with 
receiving of the public money, and with the 
public expences take their orders, and give in 
their accounts; according to ſuch Inftrac- 
tions, Royal Letters, and Commands, as 
already are, or hereafter may be publiſhed. 
The care, aim, and endeavour of this Board 
is, that the revenues of the Crown be duly, 
and in time called in, and augmented; the 
land well cultivated, managed, and improv- 
ed by a right œconomy and melioration: 
That the Regalia Fiſci may not be ſe- 
creted, neglected, or loſt; but the means of 
the Crown in every reſpect improved, adapted 
to the expences, and kept ready, provided in 
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time, 
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time, and that the public credit may not 
be loſt; ſo that his Majeſty may, in caſe of 
neceſſity, expect ſupport, aſſiſtance, and aid, 
within and out of Nek kingdom. The great 
Sea Cuſtom Houſe, with its income and 
accounts; as well as the other Cuftom Houſes; 
and the Exciſe, under the adminiſtration of 
the ſuperior Director, belong likewiſe to the 
inſpection and care of the Board of the 
Chamber; where Patents for Cuſtom Houſe 
Officers and Collectors are granted, and 
where all due ſecurity is taken for the 
King. 
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In the Treaſury is a Prefident, with 
the uſual Commiſſaries of the State. To 
this belongs the management, and diſtri- 
bution of the - treaſure of the Crown, where 
alſo all thoſe that have them under their 
hands, are in due. time to give in their 
eſtimates; as their inſtructions expreſsly order 
and require. The eſtimate of the State- ex- 
pence. muſt yearly, and in time, be regu- 
lated; and the eſtabliſhment of 1696 be 
taken as the rule, and the ground; and every 
thing ſo contrived, that the public officers 
may have their ſalaries out of the 
finances, and revenues of the Crown. But 
the ſaid eſtabliſhment is not to be exceeded, 


or augmented, unleſs the ſervice, and the . 
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of the King, or the kingdom, unavoidably 
require it. In the eſtimate is to be not only the 
certain ſum for the King's privy purſe, that 
already is left to his Majeſty's own pleaſure 
and diſpoſal ; but alſo yearly a ſum affigned 
to extra expences ; which is to be diſpoſed 
of according to his Majeſty's order, under- 
written, and duly contra-ſigned: all after 
the Inſtructions, Royal Letters, and Patents, 
that already are, or hereafter may be 


iſſued. | | 
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His Majeſty nominates in Council, yet 
without diviſion, the Preſident, and Com- 
miſſioners of the State; from among thoſe men, 
who by fidelity and knowledge in the moſt 
material buſineſſes, have made themſelves 
worthy of his Majeſty's confidence. 


8 26. 


The Board of Mines has alſo a Preſident, 
and the uſual Counſellors of Mines, and Aſſeſ- 
ſors; all theſe are ſuch, as both by learning and 
experience have made themſelves acquainted 
with the Law, and acquired the neceſſary 
and fundamental knowledge in all things be- 
longing to mineral affairs. This Board 
has the inſpection and care of the keeping 

| | — 
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up the Mines; and what belongs to their 
management, conduct, and improvement. 5 


27. 


The Board of Trade has likewiſe a Preſi- 
dent, and the uſual Counſelors of Trade, 
Aſſeſſors and Commiſſioners, who muſt have a 
fundamental knowledge of Commerce, and 
its intercourſe, &c. To this Board it belongs 
to conſider how the Commerce may be 
ſtrengthened, increaſed, and improved; the 
Manufacturies, trading Corporations and 
Factories, well contrived, managed, and 
ſupported; and how the Duties of Per- 
miſſion *, the Port Duties +, Cuſtom- houſe 
Rates, and Taxes are obſerved; and to do what 
further by Inſtructions, Royal Letters, and 
Regulations, is preſcribed them, or hereafter 
ſhall be directed. 
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The Chamber of Reviſion of the Finances 
likewiſe requires a Prefident, who, with the 
uſual Aſſeſſors, provides not only that the 
law-ſuits brought before that Board are 
ſpeedily, by legal ſentences and reſolutions, 
finiſhed, and carried into execution, by the 
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proper officers * ; but alſo, that tlie yearly 
crown accounts, without loſs of time, as 
ſoon as they are delivered to the Board of the 
Chamber, ($23) and as the Chamber of Re- 
viſion has received due notice of them, may 
be look'd over, explained, finiſhed, and finally 
ſettled, All this, according to the Inſtruc- 
tions, Royal Letters, and Acts, already iſ- 
ſued, and which hereafter ſhall be iſſued. 


$ 29. 

The High Marſhal, or Marihal of the 
Realm, is to be one of the Senators of the 
kingdom ; he takes care of the King's Court, 
Palaces and Houſes, ſuperintends, orders, 
and regulates,, whatever concerns his table 


and ſervants, ang all belonging to the Houſ- 
hold. 4 


$ 30. 
His Majeſty's Court is ſolely under bis 
own diſpofal; his Majeſty alone having power 


to alter, ſet to right, and amend, as he 
there finds ncedful, * 


§ 31. 


The Grand Governor in Stockholm; the 


_ 


— 


# Fiſcalerne. 


Captain 


(39 } 

Captain Lieutenant, the Lieutenants and 
the Quartermaſter of the Gentlemens Guard 
the Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel of th 
Foot Guards; the, Colonel of the Horle 
Guards; the Colonel of the King's Dra» 

oons ; the Colonel and the Lieutenant Co- 
onel of the Artillery ; the Adjutants Gene- 
ral ; and the Commandants of the. fortified 
frontier towns, are places of truſt, to which 
his Majeſty appoints, and diſmiſſes in Coun» 
eil; tho' without a diviſion, 


* | ? 4 


89 32. 


All the Boards of the Realm muſt lend 
one another mutually their hands for their 
ſeveral aſſiſtance, in any thing that tends 
to the good or benefit of the King, and 


the kingdom; when it is needful, and is de- 


ſired: but they are not to make eneroach- 
ments, hindrance, or damage, one upon ano- 
ther; but every one to manage their own 
buſineſs with the requiſite ſpirit, due care, di- 
ligence, fidelity, and prudcnce. As long as the 
Preſidents are at their Boards, they are to uſe 
a becoming power and authority ; but if theſe 
happen to be abſent on the King's, or their 
own buſineſs, they are ſtill to keep their 
title of reſpect, with the honour and emolu- 


+ ments 


e) 
ments depending on it; but tliey may hy pg 
means direct and command any thing which 
belongs to the office of Preſidents, until they 
are 'return'd, and enter d again into the 
real exerciſe of their employment. In the 
mean time the eldeſt member of the Board 
performs and tranſacts all the common buſi- 
peſs, with the ſame right, power and efficacy, 
as are annexed to the place. Theſe Boards 
are bound to account to the King for their 
actions, when he requires it from them; and 
to him only are anſwerable for the proper ma- 
nagement of their buſineſs. 


$ 33+ 
C 


The country adminiſtration conſiſts f 
the accuſtomed governments, juſt as they 
ſtand at preſent : for hereaſter there can be 
no Governor General within the kingdom; 
if not in particular circumſtances, or only 
for a certain limited time; nor any grants for 
life *, manor, or feud, be given: and they 
are conſequently to be diſtributed in the 
order they now are; and after the Form of 
Government of the year 1720. | 


F 34- 
The Hereditary Prince of Sweden, and 
the Swediſh Princes of the Blood, are not 
io have any grant for life, or General 


a as. 


RE. . 
S oVerne 


( 4+ )- 
Government; but are to be contented with that” 
ſupport in money, which the eſtabliſhment 
affords ; and which muſt for the Hereditary 
Princes, not be under one hundred thouſand 
dalers, ſilver money; from the day they have 
been declared of age; which is at the age of 
twenty-one years. The Swediſh Princes of 
the Blood, which are more diſtant from 
the Crown, receive yearly a ſum of money 
for their maintenance; which is adapted and 
becoming their birth; yet they may be dig- 
nified with titles of Dukedoms and Prin- 
cipalities, according to ancient cuſtoms; 
but without any juriſdiction within thoſe 
Provinces the name of which they bear ; which 
always muſt remain collected under one Head 
and Regent, without diminution or diſmem- 
bering. 


y 35- 


In regard to the maintenance of the 
immediate heir to the Crown, (who always 
is the reigning King's eldeſt Son, or Grand 
Son, in a right deſcendant line,) it is to be 
ſettled in the order and manner as the main- 
tenance of our now reigning, moſt gracious 
King Guſtavus III. Son to his late Ma- 
jeſty King Adolph Frederic, was eſtabliſhed 
and ſettled : and the Prince is to be admitted 
into his Majeſty's Council Chamber when 
he has compleated eighteen years. 

| 936. 


hs 42 


abschtn beaass . 
3 

** No Swedih Princef ae beir t to 
the Crown, Her 
Prince of the Blood, can marry without 
the King's knowledge and conſent : ffiould 
he infringe this, he will be regarded as 
the Swediſh law directs; and his children 
be diſinherited. T1 


$ 37- 
| If the King be ill; or gone upon a long jour 


ney, the Government is carried on by the 


Senators of the Realm, whom the King 


appoints thereto : but in caſe his Majeſty 
| ſhould be fo ſuddenly overtaken by illneſs, 
that he cannot tranſact the bufinels of the 
State; then the expreſſes are to be ſigned by 
the four ſenior Senators, and the Preſident in 
Chancery; which five conjointly exerciſe the 
King's. power in. all thoſe affairs which rc- 
quire a ſpeedy tranſaction. But no places can 
be diſpoſed of, or alliances concluded, before 
his M Rieſty 3 is enough recovered in his health 
to employ himſelf again about the buſineſs 
of the State: and theſe five are then anſwerable 
to his Majeſty for the courſe of their ad- 
— If the King be dead, and 
the next heir to the crown of tender years, 
and under age, the public tranſactions are 


then to be admi niſtered in the before- men- 
tioned 


Prince, or other 
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(43) 
tioned manner, and the places ad Interim 
given away, unleſs the late King has made 
a teſtameritary diſpoſition: in which cuſe it 
js tobe according to the'King's tete met? 


8 * £ 7 „ ** «%%. „ 7 
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The States of the Realm muſt not refrain 
from aſſembling themſelves when they are 
call'd by his Majeſty to the place and the 
time, which is ſignified to them, in order to 
conſult with the King about the buſineſs, 
for which his Majeſty has called them to- 
gether : and none muſt, for any reaſon 
whatſoever, have power to call the States 
of the Realm to a public Dyet, but his 
Majeſty only : excepting in caſe of the 
King's being under age, when his Guardians 
exerciſe this prerogative. But if the Throne 
ſhould become vacant by the extinction of 
the whole Royal Family on the male line, 
(from which dreadful event may it pleaſe the 
Almighty to exempt us) the States of the 
Realm are then bound, without any ſum- 
mons, of themſelves to repair to Stockholm, 
on the zoth day after the late King's demiſe, 
according as our convention of the 23d of 
June 1743 mentions; ſtipulating at the ſame 
time the puniſhment any one ſhall ſuffer, 
who, on this occaſion, ſhould attempt b 
machinations, or conſpiracies, to — 
pon the free choice of the States. — 

uc 


180 


ſuch an unhappy event the truſtees of the 
Houſe of Nobles, the Chapter of Canons at 
Upſal, and the Court of City Magiſtrates, at 
Stockholm, muſt immediately make it publicly 
known throughout the country to every one 
it concerns: and as the Governors then are 
bound each in his place to acquaint thoſe 
who live and reſide in their Government 
of the King's demiſe; ſo many within 
the preſcribed time may be able to repair 
thither, that the liberty of the Realm may 
be protected and defended by them; and 
2 new Royal Family elected. 


939. 


The States of the Realm are to leave with 
faithful tenderneſs, entirely inviolate, all 
kingly right, as the Swediſh law deſcribes, 

in full power and l and whatever 
in that manner belongs to the Royal prero- 
gative, they are to manage, defend, and 
ſtrengthen with zeal, care, and attention; and 
therefore they are not to amend, alter, in- 
creaſe, or diminiſh any thing of theſe fun- 
damental laws, without the joint advice and 
approbation of the King, ſo that nothing 
unlawful ſhall ſuperſede the right law : noc 
the liberty of the Subjects, or the King's 
prerogatives be miſmanaged, or oppreſs d; but 
all perſons may enjoy their legal rights and 
juſtly acquired privileges; all other 1— 

rom 


(4) 
from the year 1680, which until the preſent 
time have been received as fundamental 
laws, being hereby repealed and aboliſhed.” * 


F 40. 


The King may not make a new law with- 
out the knowledge and conſent of the States, 
or repeal an old one. a : 


$ 41: 
The States may not repeal any old law, 


or make a new law, without the King's 
aſſent and conſent. : 


9 42. 

When any new law is to be made, what 
follows is to be obſerved: If it 'be the 
States of the Realm who wiſh it, then they 
are firſt to conſider upon it among them 
ſelves ; and when they have agreed, the pro- 
poſed law is to be delivered to his Majeſty, by 
their four Speakers; to obtain his Majeſty's 
opinion upon it. His Majeſty then conſults 
the Senators, and takes their advice; and af- 
ter he himſelf has conſidered their opinions, 
and taken his own reſolution, he ſummons 
the States to the Great Hall of the Realm, 


and communicates to them in a ſhort Speech; 
his 


66 
his dſſent and conſent; or the reaſons, for 


which he cannot confent to it. If apain his 
Majeſty; would propoſe any new law; then 


he is to communicate it firſt to the Senators 


of the Realm; and after: they have delivered 
their opinions at the Record, then it is to 
be preſented to the States of the Realm: 
who, after they have confidered the law, 
and agreed among themſelves, are to deſire 
a day, to give their conſent to his Majeſty, 
in the Great Hall of the Realm: but 


ſhould they reſolve on a refuſal, then they 


are to deliver it in writing; with their rea- 


ſons, by their four Speakers. 
843. 


If it ſhould happen that a new queſtion 
of law. ariſe, which the records. of former 
times do not ſufficiently decide, it is to be 
determin d in the ſame manner as the 42d 5 
here above ſettles. | 


* 
Py o * 2 
4 
* 


tight of the Crown, and a prerogative 


. 


longing to it, to coin money: yet the 


States reſerve to themſelves that if any 


increaſe or diminution in the ſpecie ſhould be 
obtained or intended, ſuch alterations may 


not 
2 


always: the ſingle and_proper 
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65 
not be made without their knowledge and 
conſent. | 3, 


ww | 


5 46. 


His Majeſty is to ſecure and keep up the peaco 
of the Realm, and particularly from foreign 
and hoſtile violence: but he may not againſt 
law, his royal oath, and aſſurance, lay upon 
the Subjects, any war taxes, or new taxes, 
1 of money, and men, or other duties, 

out the knowledge, free will, and con- 
ſent of the States; yet excepting the unfor- 
tunate poſſible event that the kingdom ſhould: 
be attacked with arms: in ſuch caſe his” 
Majeſty has a right to take thoſe meaſures 
and ſteps which are confarmable to the ſafety 
of the kingdom, and the benefit of the 
ſubjects: but as ſoon às the war is ended, 
the States muſt affemble, and the new im- 
poſts which have been eſtabliſhed, for 
the carrying on of the war, immediately 
ceaſe. Y 


$ 40. 


The Aﬀemblies of the States of the Reus 
are not to laſt longer than three months at 
the utmoſt ; and in order that the cou, 
may not be charged with long Dyets, as 
heretofore has happened, his Majeſty may 


at that time diſſolve the Dyet, and'difmils all 
home 


(48) 


home-td their countries: and if in ſuch caſe 
no new taxations ſhould have been eſta= 
bliſhed, all muſt remain as before, 


| 9 47. 

The States of the Realm have power to 
nominate thoſe who are to compoſe the Com- 
mittee with whom his Majeſty ſhall conſult 
about thoſe tranſactions which appear to 
him to require ſecrecy : and thoſe perſons 
are inveſted with all the rights which the. 
States themſelves have: but all matters not 
requiring ſecrecy, are to be communicated to 
the Plena of the States, and refer'd to their 
deliberations. . 
F 48. 


The King may not begin war or hoſti- 
lities without the aſſent and conſent of the 
States of the Realm. 


-- 


$ 49- 

No other records of papers but ſuch as 
belong to thoſe matters, * which his 
Maj deliberates with the States of the 
Realm, may be delivered up to them, or re- 
quired by them. | 

5 Ko. 


The State of the nation is to be prod aced 
to 


( 49 ) 
tb the Committee of the States, in order 
that they may know how the public money 
has been employed, for the benefit and uſe of 
the Realm: Pi | 

$ 51; 


If any member of the Dyet ſhould inno- 
cently be aſſaulted, or ill uſed, in words 
or deeds; in his journey to or from the 
Dyet, after having ſignified his being on ſuch 
buſineſs ; it ſhall be puniſhed with the 
pains of Felony, dE; V1 


§ 52: 


His Majeſty will preſerve to all tlie States 
of the Realm their juſtly acquired privileges, 
emoluments, rights, and liberties. No new 
privileges belonging to one ſingle order are 
to be granted, and given, without the know- 
ledge, conſideration, and conſent of all the 
four States of the Realm, 


953. 


His Majeſty alone takes gracious care of 
the German Provinces of Sweden ; that they 
may be ruled according to the laws of the 
German Empire, their juſtly acquired pri- 
vileges, and the contents of the Weſtphalian 
peace, 


lo — 
— 4 


* Eds-ore. 


D 984. 


© 80 51 


$ 54- = $0108 
The towns in the kingdom remain with 
their juſtly acquired privileges and rights, 
which have been given or granted to them 
by former Kings; yet ſo, that they may be 
beſt adapted to ſervice, according to the cir- 
cumſtances of the time, and the public 


good, and benefit. 


K 55. 


The Bank of the States of the Realm re- 
mains for the future, as it has been to this 
time; under their own guaranty and care: and 
ſhall be adminiſtered according to thoſe regu- 
lations and ſtatutes, which already are made, 
or further may be made by the States. 


$. 50. 


The Penſion Fund for the army remains 
under the regulations, which already have 
been eſtabliſhed ; or ſuch as his Majeſty ſhalt 
be pleaſed to agree upon with his truſty and 
faithful military: deputies ; and the repreſen» 
tatives of the levied army. | 


$ S7. 


If any uncertainty ſhould be found in 
this law, the literal contents are to be the 
rule 


ts) 
rule to go by, until his Majeſty and the 
States can agree in the manner, as is pre- 


ſcribed in the 39th and 42d h. 


States of the Realm, have found ne- 
ceſſary, for the orderly government of 
the kingdom, for our liberty and ſecu- 
rity; for ourſelves, and our Brethren at 
home, and for poſterity, as well born as 

unborn, to eſtabliſh. We declare anew © 
hereby, that we have the greateſt ab- 
horrence for arbitrary kingly power, or 
the ſo called Sovereignty ; regard- 
ing as our greateſt happineſs, honor 
and advantage; to be, and live, free and 
independent ; legiſlative, but legally 
obedient States; under a King, veſted 
with a power, bound by the law : both 
being joined and protected under the 
law; which ſaves us and our dear Pa- 
rent Country from the perils which 
turbulence, licentiouſneſs, deſpotiſin, 
ariſtocracy, and a multitude of ru- 
lers create; to the misfortune of the 
whole commonwealth, and the heavy 
diſtreſs and damage of every fellow · cĩ - 
tizen. We reſt the more aſſured of 
an orderly, legal, and happy Govern- 
ment, as his Majeſty already has de- 
clared, he conſiders it as his greateſt 
D 2 honor 


| ALL this, we here at this time afſembled, 


( 52 ) 


honor to be the firſt citizen among 2 
free people: and we hope, that ſuch a 
purpoſe will be propagated throughout 


the Royal Family, from generation to 
generation, till the lateſt times of the 
world. Therefore we likewiſe declare 
him an enemy to us, and the Realm, 
who ſhall inconſiderately, imprudently, 
and with evil mind, ſecretly, or evi- 
dently, through cunning, machinations, 
or open violence, attempt to lead us 
from this law, and intrude upon us 
an arbitrary kingly power, or the fo 


called Sovereignty : or who, under 


appearance of Liberty, would deſtroy 
theſe laws; which, while they fortify 
a true and uſeful Freedom, keep out licen- 
tiouſneſs and confuſion : all ſuch are to 
be proſecuted without lenity, or pity, ac- 
cording to the eſtabliſhed Swediſh law. 
We will likewiſe, conformably to the 
duty of our oaths of allegiance, and to 
this Form of Government, pay his 
Majeſty true obedience ; execute his or- - 
ders in any thing which can be anſwer'd 
before God and men ; he to command, 
and we to obey, to fulfil and preſerve all 
rights, both his and ours, as it is fit, 
and becomes faithful men, and good 
ſubjects. 


For greater authority, we have eſta- 
bliſhed 


. . 
bliſhed and fortified; and do eſtabliſh 
and confirm this, by the ſignature of 
our names, and the impreſſure of our 
ſeals; which was done at Stockholm, 
the 21ſt day of the month of Auguſt, 
the year after the birth of Chriſt our 
Saviour 1772. 


For the Order of For the Order of the Clergy. 


Nobility. And. H. Forſſenius, 
A. G. Leyonhufvud, Speaker. 
Speaker. (L. 8.) 
Marſhal of the Dyet. 
[L. S.) 
For the Order of the For the Order of the 
Burghers. Peaſants. 
Joh. Hear. Joſeph Hanſſon, 
Hochſchild, Speaker. 
in * Place of the (J. S.) 
8.) 
(he's. 


4 


All this, as it is contained above, 
Wr will not only Ourſelves accept as an 
eſtabliſhed fundamental law; but alſo 
eſtabliſh and order moſt graciouſly, that 
all thoſe who are bound to Us, and Our 
Succeſlors, in faith, obedience, and du- 
ty, are to acknowledge, obſerve, fol- 
low, and obey this Form of Govern- 
ment. For further authority, We have 
with OuR own hand, ſubſcribed and 
confirmed this ; and with Our know- 

D 3 ledge, 
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ledge, cauſed to be affixed, Our Ro yal 
Seal here beneath, which was done = 


twenty-firſt day of the month of Auguſt, 
in the year So the birth of Chriſt 


1772. 


GUSTAYUS, 


H1s MAJESTY 1 
GRACIOUS ASSURANCE 


Given to his faithful SUBJECTS, 


All the STATES of SWEDEN, 


At the Great Hall of the Realm, Auguſt 21, 1772. 


Y the grace of God, Gus r Avus King of 
Sweden, Gothia and Wandalia, Heir to 
Norway, Duke of Schleſſwig- Holſtein, Stor- 
main and Ditmarſchen, Count of Oldenburg 
and Delmenhorſt, &c. Be it known, That 
whereas the wonderful Providence of God 


has ſo ordered, that the licentiouſneſs, which 


thro' the courſe of many years, has been pre- 


valent in this kingdom, and was founded upon 


A contempt of the laws, has been eradicated 
to the very ground; the antient Swediſh li- 
bexty revived ; and the former Swediſh laws 

ſuch 


„ 
ſuch as they were before the year 1680, re- 
ſtor d in their moſt ſubſtantial parts, by a 
new fundamental law ; Wes therefore do moſt 
earneſtly declare by this, that We will go- 
vern and rule this kingdom after the now 
receiv'd fundamental law; renouncing hereby, 
as We already have done, the hated, un- 
limited ingly power, or the ſo called So- 
vereignty *, and eſteeming as Our greateſt 
glory, to be the firſt citizen among a truly 
free people; all which, as We have reſolved 
on it, unforced and unconſtrained, with a 
free-will and well conſidered determibiatidn 3 
ſo We confirm with Our proper ſignature and 
perſonal oath, to follow and fulfil it all: 
So HELP ME GOD, IN LIFE AND SOUL. 
Stockholm, Auguſt 21, 1772. 


GUSTAVUS: 


1 _ þ 


— — — — 


»The term SovEREIGNTY in Sweden always ex- 
preſſes Arbitrary Rule. 


Ws HIS 


HIS MAI EST x“ 
SPEECH to the STATES, 


In the Great Hall of the m__ Auguſt 25, 8 772. 


T is with the higheſt acknowledgment 

of the favour of the Almighty, that I ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you this day ; with that confi- 
dence and that antient Swediſh ſimplicity 
which was in uſe in the time of my An- 
ceſtors. 


After ſo many ſhocks, after ſo many dif- 
ferences of opinion, we all have © now 
only one common aim, the good of 
the Realm. This requires that the preſent 
Aſſembly of the State, which has now _ 
ſabliſted fourteen months, be ſoon ter- 
minated : with that purpoſe, I have re- 


duced my Propoſals * to you, as much as 
Pres: 


ll. 


— — 


* Kongl. Maj't* Na liga tits In Sweden the 
King propoſes to the Dy et the buſineſs of the State. 


The 


SN 


'The exigences are great; but they are alone 
thoſe of the kingdom: and on my part fru- 
gality ſhall not be wanting. Mutual confi- 
dence and concord in your deliberatious will 
be the moſt proper wa) to take ſalutary re- 
ſolutions; and what you allow me, 9 
oaly be employed to your own good. 


THE KIN G's 
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GRACIOUS PROPOSALS 


Delivered tq the States of the Realm, Auguſt 2 K 
| 1772. | 


I N CE by Divine Providence the tranſ- 
actions of Government have taken ſuch 
a turn, that no impediment can thence ariſe 
againſt the ſpeedy cloſing of the Dyet; yet 
the States of the Realm neither would, nor 
could ſeparate, before care had been taken 
of his Majeſty, and the kingdom, by that 
ſupport, which the general ceconomy in all its 
branches requires ; his Majeſty has found 
neceflary, graciouſly to lay before the States 
of the Realm for their conſideration, the 
following points, viz, 
| 1. That 


658) 


1. That the States agree, and ſettle all con- 
cerning the public grants. * 


2. That, according to ancient precedents, 
and to the law of the kingdom, funeral and 
coronation expences are to be found, and en- 
ter d in the Treaſury; under their diſtinct de- 


nominations. 


3. As his Majeſty cannot know the extent of 
theſe two articles, and how far the other ap- 
propriated ſums will be ſufficient for the wants 
of the kingdom in theſe times ; his Majeſty 
graciouſly deſires the States of the Realm, to 
appoint certain perſons among the three Or- 
ders which regulate the buſineſs of the Bank, 


according to the 47th Article. of the Form 


of Government ; with whom his Majeſty 
may confer concerning the means, which in 
ſuch a caſe might be procured, and which 
require ſome ſecreſy. "yd 
4. That the States of the Realm, by the 
regulations they are taking about THEIR 
BANK, do put it in ſuch order, that it may 
(the : ſooner, the better) contribute towards 
re-inſtating money, and the courſe of cir- 
culation, into its proper channel. 


The States of the Realm will agree with 
his Majeſty, that the ſituation of the king- 
dom requires, and the. wiſh of the whole 
rr | | kingdom 


( 9 )- 


kingdom is, that this Dyet, which note hag 
laſted about fourteen months, with great ex- 
pence to tlie country, may ſpeedily be diſ- 
continued: Therefore, and as his Majeſty 
has much at heart, particularly during 
the preſent hard times, to afford relief 
to his loyal ſubjects, in this regard; his 
Majeſty's gracious will. is, that the States of 
the Realm do take theſe points under fq 
ſpeedy a deliberation, that his Majeſty, with- 
in a fortnight at moſt, | may receive the hum 
le opinion of the States concerning them; 
Curing which time the States will have alſo 
an. opportunity of Ronny ou 3 ralted}'* * 
Polen of the Dyet. ock, 
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To HIS MAJESTY. 
| The SPEECH of the) 


TO of THE, ITY 
BARON AXEL GABRIEL LEYONQHUFVUD, 


In the Name of all the States, when they delivered 
their moſt humble Aiiſwer to his Ma Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Propoſals of the 2 5th: 17 0 

| j the Great Hell, Sept. 7, n 2113 10 281892 


Moſt gracious King! | 
Y OUR Majeſty's-loy al States, a 
with the moſt. ties and ſubmiſſive 
. and affected by the : moſt Joyful | — 
8 Ui # RickWags beſtutet; 


fations, 
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ſations, have now, upon your Majeſty's moſt 
gracious command, the invaluable happineſe 
again to find themſelves aſſembled before the 
Throne; to deliver to your Majeſty, by us, 
their Speakers, their moſt ſubmiſſive anſwer 
unto the gracious propoſitions your Majeſty 
has graciouſly been pleaſed to leave to their 
conſideration and determination. VA 


Oz FILL ealicd 5 GAS) OD sen JH. 

And coneerving the firſt point, relating to 
the ſubſidies in general, as well as the coro- 
nation, and funeral ſupplies, the States of 
the Realm, animated with the warmeſt zeal 
and deſire to ſupport your Majeſty and the 
country, to the utmoſt of their power, have 
moſt humbly choſen ſuch methods of raiſing 
them throughout the, whale kingdom, as 
your Majeſty will graciouſly perceive by the 
preſent expreſs ; regulated upon' the ſame 
plan with the Act of Subſidies of the year 
1769, with ſome very ſmall alterations. 


Reſpecting further, your | Majeſty's moſt 
gracious propoſition concerning the Finances 
and .. pecuniary affairs of the kingdom, the 
States of the Realm have thought they ſnould 
go in the ſecureſt, and at the ſame time, the 
moſt deſireable way, when they preſume to 
refer this matter, of ſo great a conſequence 
to the kingdom, to your Majeſty's ſuperior 
judgment and gracious regulations, and flat- 
ter themſelves with the moſt humble and 

36) moſt 


6 
moſt joyful hope, that Jour Majeſty will be 
pleaſed to look upon this, as well as 'on all 
their other faithful endeavours, with your 
Royal grace and fatisfaQtion ; to which end, in 
the name of the States, I now humbly deli- 
ver to your Majeſty, all the Acts relating to 
theſe matters ; with all that belongs to this 
object, with due ſubmiſſion. | 


And as your Majeſty moſt. graciouſly has 
ordered, that a Committee might be ſelected 
out of the States, which may have the favour 
humbly to deliberate with your Majeſty dur- 
ing the preſent Dyet, upon thoſe matters 
which require ſecreſy, when it ſhall pleaſe 
your Majeſty ſo to command ; therefore the 
States do likewiſe, with all ſubmiſſion, ac- 
quaint your Majeſty, that they, on theſe im- 
portant tranſactions, have continued in their 
confidence the fame perſons, to whom, from 
the beginning of the Dyet, they have en- 
truſted the affairs of the Bank, and the Fi- 
nances : and, for the reſt, they wait your Ma- 
jeſty's farther gracious commands. 


The States moſt ſubmiſſively recommend 
themſelves to your Majeſty's Royal grace and 
>. | 


SPEECH 


SPEECH of the Kno of d, 


. 


To: the 8 T A T E 8, 
At the Cloſing of the Dyet, Septeniber 9, 1772: 


\ISSOLVING, To-day; this Afembly 
of the States, which aſluredl y will Rand 
recorded among the moſt important in our 
annals, I cloſe it with a repeated, and new 
felt gratitude to the hand of the Moſt High 
who 1 defended in ſo eminent a manner, 
this our Parent Country; and diſſipated thoſe 
heavy clouds which threatened Liberty, and 
my People, with the moſt extream deſtruc- 
tion. This Dyet began in mourning, and the 
tendereſt diftref ; bereaved of an affectionate 
King, and a moſt beloved Father : Your 
deliberations were continued, under the 
influence of diſcord, and party hatred : and 
it ſeem'd, as if the Divine Providence would 
ſuffer all the misfortunes, felt by our Fore- 
fathers, now to o ariſe to their extreameſt 1 * ; 
that 
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that it mi ght ſhew its powerful hand, exerted 
in the change which now has happened; 
with more diſtinguiſhed ſtrength, and efficacy. 


A revolution perfectly happy; con- 
ducted only by the Almighty Providence, 
has at once clos'd, and united, thoſe many 
breaches, which had, for more than a whole 
century, ſhook the fabrick of the kingdom : 
and by that union has made, of a divided na- 
tion; a free, a powerful, an unanimous, an 
independent people; zealous for their coun» 
try's good, and careful of its proper intereſts. 
In ſuch a ſtate is the kingdom now delivered up 
by you into my hands : liberty is confirmed 
the laws are fixed ; and concord 1s once more 
re-eſtabliſh'd among you. 


* 


Tis eaſy for you to conceive the tender 
ſenſations with which I now behold you, aſ- 
ſembled before the throne. The few days 
that have paſs' d ſince this important change 
has been eſtabliſh'd, have given me the moſt 
abundant, and the moſt affecting proofs of 
your love; and your unbounded confidence 
in me: I have ſeen thoſe virtues revive 
in your hearts, and thoſe great qualities ſhine 
forth in your actions, with which your an- 
ceſtors honoured their periods : virtues which 
all the while had lain conceal'd in your hearts; 
and which the condition of the times has 
now again diſclos'd. 

4 That 


8). | 
That vigour, that unalienable attachment 
10 King and Country, for which the Swediſh 
nobility have for ages been diſtinguiſhed, has 


at this time ſhone forth again ; and 9 
me its effectual ſupport. | | 


In the Order of Clergy are n ſub⸗ 
miſſion to the decrees of the Moſt High; and 
zeal for his honour : obedience to the govern- 
ment; and a tender love for concord; and 
the publick good. Cultivate theſe ſentiments 
with the ſtricteſt care among your brethren: | 


The zeal and care of the Houſe of Burghers 
for preſerving the commeree, and the dignity 
of the kingdom, have again diſclos'd — 
as ſoon as their real good, their well-being; 
and proſperity, have been permitted to make 
a ſtronger impreſſion upon them. 


In the Order of Peaſants a reverencè fot 
God and government has alſo appeared: As 
ſoon as they were left to themſelves, they 
conſulted nothing but that love for their 
country, which has at all times been the eha- 
racter of the Swediſh huſbandmen. 


I part with you To- day therefore with the 
moſt joyful, and the moſt grateful heart: 
ſince you have, with me, reviv'd the antient 
Swedith liberty; ſettled it on ground never 
to be ſhaken ; and eſtabliſhed a form of go 
vernment, which promotes it : ſince you, 

united 


(6). 
united with me by the ſtrongeſt; ties, may 
look forward to ſucceeding happier ages; 
My care, and my endeavours, I aſſure you, 
ſhall be unlimited, in anſwer. to your confi- 
dence: and while you, by an union among 
yourſelves, by wiſe! œconomy, and mode 
ration, ſupport my endeavours for the gene- 
ral good, the improvement of the kingdom 
will be ſure; and my hope accompliſh'd, 
that I may, at the end of ſix years receive 
you here again, in peace and in tranquility; 
a loyal, happy, and united, a free and inde- 
pendent, and a generous people. | 


+I; wiſh you now a happy return to your, 
ſeveral Provinces: and I remain to all, and 
every; one, affectionate, with all kingly 
grace and favour. | | 


At. 3 3 1 ” . a 
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TO HIS"MAJESTY. 
' The humble SPEECH of the | 
MARS HAL of the D E T, 
BN RON AxEL OABRIEL LEYONHUFVUD, 


In the Great Hall of the Realm, on the gth uf 
2 20. v » September, 1772. 4 


Moſt gtacious Sovereign 1 Tr 
T was with ſenſations of the higheſt; 
A reverence and the moſt perfect joy that 


the Nobility declared to your Majeſty in this, 
E toom, 


( 66 ) 

room, at the beginning of the Dyet, their 
ſubmiſſive zeal and unalterable loyalty. It 
is with no leſs pure, and with inexpreſſible 
ſuatisfaction, that they now renew before 
your Majeſty's Throne, their humble aſ- 
furances of their truly known, and always 
preſerved ſentiments, concerning the ſacred, 
reverenced, and beloved perſon of your Ma- 
jeſty. The Nobility have, during the whole 
coutſe of this Dyet, plac'd in open day, 
their tender concern, to watch over your 
Majeſty's high rights: well knowing that a 
Swediſh Nobility, ſeparated from the intereſt 
of the Throne, might then eafily forget their 
obligations alſo to the Realm, their Parent 
Country; with reſpect to their own Order, and to 
their Poſterity. The Nobility have therefore 
alſo unconſtrain d on their part, eoneurred in 
all the means and expedients your Majeſty 
molt judicicufly and moſt patriotically, has 
been. pleaſed to take to ſave the Realm; and 
at once, to eſtabliſh its ſelf- ſubſiſtence. 


There now remains fot the Nobility at the 
cloſe of this Dyet, nothing more than ardent 
ly: to pray that the Almighty may grocioutly 
protect, and long preſerve in kingly happine 
your Majeſty's honoured perſon. The No- 
bility will then, jointly with the whole king- 
dom, be bleſſed with the moſt frequent op- 
portunities, to eſteem themſelves, and All of 
ue, happy, who may be ordain'd to live dur- 

2 ing 
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ing your Majeſty's moſt glorious reign; and 
to contribute their part towards the further 
dignity and ſupport of your Majeſty's glori- 
ous Government; TRE," 5 


The Nobility humbly requeſt alſo at this 
time, permiſſion to expreſs, by your Majeſty's. 
favour, their ſubmiſſive: good wiſhes far thoſe 
high perſons of the Royal Family, who this 
day are abſent ; offering 'thE moſt ardent 
prayers to the Almighty for their permanent 
happineſs ! May her Majeſty the Queen 
ſtill further femain an object of your Ma- 
jeſty's tenderneſs and domeſtic happineſs; as 
her Majeſty is, by her moſt exalted quali- 
ties, fo diſtinguiſhed an ornament to your 
Majeſty's Throne] Long may yqur Maje 
with your Royal Mother, her Myeſty,the 
Queen Dowager, ſhare that matual-comfort 
which great fouls only fee} in the execution 
of high and benefieial 'atchieyements ! May 
his Royal Highneſs Prince Charles always 
emulate the beſt Princes in Europe 3 in the 
glory of honouring and defending his counr 
try; as may alſo her Highneſs the Pripeeſs 
Royal, who, by the moſt ſhining qualities, 
already has acquired a name amongſt the 
eminent Princeſſes of our time: | 


The Nobility moſt ſubmiflively recom= 
mend themſelves to your Majcliy's gracious 


favour and protection. lf e 
E 2 TO 


TO HIS MAJESTY. 
The bumble SPEECH. of de 


SPEAKER of THE ORDER or THE CBERGF 


D*. ANDREAS FORSSENIUS, 

rear 

19 

Ar the Clolics of the Dyet, in the Grit Hal 
of the Ds the gth of September, mee | 


Bisnor or Sc; ; 


Moſt n Sovereign? | | | 
O W, that in ſubmiſſfive obedience to 
your Majeſty's moſt gracious com- 
mands, the Order of the Clergy are for the 
laſt time under this Dyet, aſſembled be- 
fore your Majeſty's Throne; their hearts are 
filled with ſuch ſentiments of reverence, loyal 
zeal, and gratitude, as no mortal tongue, and 
mine the leaſt, can with a due N ex- 
121 75 F 


: 


* 


Af this Dyet increthads a. point of time, 
which, in the Swediſh hiſtory, will be as re- 
markable as any it records; every attentive 
man ought to ſee in it the hand of the Al- 
mighty; and contemplate his high views 


with a holy reverence. 2 ue 
Q 2 Frey 
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- Every form of Government has its impreſs 
| Bon of human nature; and muſt be i 

fect, uncertain, and chan geablez and muſt 
have its beginning, its 1 and i ies fall. 


Th. p 4 
x L 1 


But us mani by an irregular manner of 
living, may himſelf ſhorten his liſe, ſo a na- 
tion, by abuſe of its conſtitution, may haſten 
its own deſtruction. Happy that people, who, 
on ſuch a change, preſerve that liberty; which 
is the ſoul of civil ſociety ! | | 


Happy the Swediſh ooh who can boek 
upon your Majeſty as a bleſſed inſtrument in 
the hand of the Almighty, to free the real 
Swediſh liberty from what has tortur'd, 
alter'd, and debas'd it. Happy Swediſty 
States, which, notwithſtanding ſuch a change, 
yet with the fame liberty and ſecurity, take 
teave of their gracious King, as — 8 
ſented themſelves before him. 


Moſt remarkable Aſſembly! in which the 
States not only have changed their tears of 
forrow at the grave of a beloved King, to 
tears of by at the throne. of a native So- 
vereign ; who, at an earlier time than the 
human capacity. uſually admits, has accom- 
pliſhed the great hope his native country had 
tormed upon him, from the hour of his 
birth : but even before they ſeparate, have 
ſeen the Swediſh Crown upon his heal te- 

BR -- gain 
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gain its former luſtre ;- ſince thoſe clouds, 
which were gathered. by the occurrences of 
the times, and which threatened to darken 
it, have been ſo wiſely, | diſſipated by your 
Majeſty ; not with terrible and deſtructive 

lightnings; but wich the ſmiling rays of 
favour, ſhining from theit heavenly origin. 


The Order of the Clergy eſteem themſelves 
happy to have been witneſs to a great work; 
the execution of which the Omnipotent had 
decreed for your Majeſty. In the mean 
time that Providence had alſo reſolved to 
ſhew favour and mercy to our oppreſſed 
kingdom; that the great diſorders of the 
body of the Realm ſhould be remedied before 
they had time entirely to overthrow, and 
deſtroy it, i | 


- Blefſed be your Majeſty, who ſeveral times 
have taken pains to reſtore peace, quiet, and 
concord among minds, which were divided 
and inflam' d; and grant Heaven that the 
dreadful diſcord throughout the limits of 
Sweden may be fo totally ſuppreſſed, that 
it never more may dare to raiſe its head, ta 
bring upon us the merited ſtrokes of the 
ſcourge of the Almighty's wrath ! 


Bleſſed be your Majeſty in every thing 
that your Majeſty now farther intends to 
an eint om undertake, 


undertake, in the purſuit of the great work 
thus begun, in the name of God, for pre- 
ſerving, ſaving, and elevating of this king- 
dom; that your Majeſty may not in vain 
ſacrifice yourſelf for a people whole. fidelity 
and love have been inherited by your Majeſty, 
with the Crown itſelf. 1 


The members of the Order of the Clergy 
now ſeparate, contented, and rejoic'd at 
what they have ſeen done by the Lord him- 
ſelf. They haſten to proclaim among their 
brethren and hearers, the praiſe of God, 
and of the King. They will not only de- 
clare throughout the land, that your Majeſty 
has not barely offer'd, but even in fact, and 
beyond expectation, in reality, expoſed your 
facred perſon, to be a bleſſed uniting tie be- 
tween your ſubjects. They will comfort the 
fellow- citizen, oppreſſed by poverty and 
diſtreſs, with the glad hope of better times; 
which hope has never been ſo well founded 
as now ; when the great Guſtavus has adopted 
among his Royal titles, to be the firſt ci- 
tizen among a free people. They will prof- 
trate themſelves aſſiduouſly before the Throne 
of the Celeſtial King, with the maſt ear- 
| neſt prayers for your Majeſty, and the whole 

Royal Family; that your Majeſty never may 
want that celeſtial ſupport which is required to 
wear for a long time, the Crown which your 
Majaſty, by a CI to the native counr 
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try, has been pleaſed yourſelf to make more 
weighty than when your Majeſty re- 
ceived it. Vea, by the grace of God, they 
will in every reſpect alſo, be careful in the 
adminiſtration of their employmente, to 
promote your Majeſty's intentions; be- 
cauſe they know that they then rightly ſerve 
their Lord in Heaven, and attend to the 
good of his church. 


With a moſt loyal zeal, the Order of the 
Clergy. finally beſeech, always to remain 
in your Majeſty's precious grace and fa- 
vour. 0 2 


” 
— — 


TO HIS MA'TE'STY'Y. 
The humble SPEECH of the 
- SPEAKER OF THE ORDER OF THE BURGHERS, 


Ma. CHARLES FRIEDRIH SEBALDT, 
Chancellor of Juſtice, and Burger-Maſter of Stockholm; 


In the Great Hall of the Realm, at the Cloſing 
of the Dyet, September the gth, 1772. 


| Moſt gracious Sovereign 
F H E Order of the Burghers, afſembled 
before your Majeſty's Throne, now, at 


the end of this happily conducted Dyet, 
deliver 
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deliver their ſubmiſſive reverence andacknow- 
ledgement. Yup 


_ 


A point of time has occurred under this 
meeting of the States, from which, the 
reſtoration, | ſtrength, and ſelf - ſubſiſtence of 
the a: r of Sweden may account a new 


Vour Majeſty has, on your firſt aſcent to 
the Throne, ſettled the foundations of the 
Government : Tenderneſs for the good of the 
ſubjects; a warm deſire to make the king- 
dom happy, and proſperous z and your Ma- 
jeſty's wiſh to follow unincumber'd, the 
praiſe-worthy examplesof your anceſtors, have 
directed your Majeſty's prudent ſteps on the 
road of glory: and the affection of your 
Majeſty's ſubjects confirms equally with their 
oath and duty, your Majeſty's: _ 25 
and authority. 


Your Majeſty's great qualities, proved 
virtue, and diſtinguiſhed love to our Parent 
Country, — render a form of Govern- 
ment unneceſſary and ſuperfluous ; but your 
Majeſty has even wiſely thought on future 
times; and the nation promiſes itſelf, under 
the ſceptre of the Vaſa's, an abundant ſtore 


of —_ and happineſs. 
May 


1698 


May the Almighty God make pn Ma- 
jeſty's reign * and happy! / 


e give the nuit of peace 


eien thought ad property of 
-- mankind, be —2 by the lay; and 


protected under your Majeſty's ſceptre! 


V. 


May licentiouſneſs be forgotten without 
regret, and virtue again reſume her true 
nent 


May u union and mutual concord promote 
the true welfare of the ſubject; and 
ſupport the dignity of the Realm, and 
_ ancient ſplendor | 


May diſcord and diſſenſions, which have 
diſturbed our quiet, be for ever ba» 
niſhed from all Swediſh breaſts! 


May obedience to the laws ſupport the 
purpoſe of * laws ! 


65 diligence and induſtry render us 
thriving N 


May the welfare of the ſubjects be your 
Majeſty's greateſt pleaſure! and the ſelf- 
ſupport of the kingdom your Majeſty's 


glory! 
May 
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May a ſetious piety; be the firſt Nel 
of all the inhabitants ; and the h 
attending it, _— App lot of | the 
nnn Ooh lo oi; 


10 The Order r 
bly, now and always, recommend 
| themſelves to your Majeſty's gravions 


favour. 


— — 
TO HIS MAJESTY. 

| The moſt humble cine © 3 
JOSEPH HANS ON. 


SPEAKER or THE ORDER or PEASANTS 


In the Great Hall of the Realm, September the 
gth, 1772. | 


Moſt aracious Sovereign! 

| OW, that upon your Majeſty” $ gracious 
| ſummons, the Order-of the Peaſants, 
with the deepeſt ſubmiffion, have leave to ap- 
proach your Majeſty's Throne, at the cloſing 
of this long, and in its event moſt fortunate 
Aſſembly of the States, they remind them- 
ſelves, with a moſt lively and loyal reverence, 


that the kingdom was at the' very brink 7 . 
all z 
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fall, and how it has been ſaved by your Ma- 
jeſty's tender care and zealous protection; how 
the balance, till now wanted, in the conſtitu- 
tion of the Government, has been reſtored, and 
how the antient Swediſh liberty and inde- 
pendency have been again revived. © A great 
event - perfecting the earneſt withes. of the 
Swediſh People, and which raiſes the admi- 
ration of the whole world ! 


Moſt gracious King * 

Words are wanting to expreſs | in a dhe 
manner the ſubmiſſive reverence and zealous 
affections of this Order; and of their fel- 


low-citizens at home. | 


The Order of Peaſants therefore think 
they fulfil the wiſhes of their brethren, 
in the moſt becoming manner, when 
they . moſt ſubmiſſively proſtrate before 
your Majeſty's Throne, true honeſt Swe- 
diſh hearts; as the moſt valuable property, 
to which your Majeſty, by zeal, ſteadineſs 
and love for our Parent Country, has render'd 
yourſelf intitled. As thus the fetters which 

have bound free citizens, have now been 
looſed ; as the antient proper freedom and 
ſecurity of Swediſh men have been confirm'd, 
and as a foundation is laid, that theRealm may 
recover in time its antient ſplendor and digni- 
ty. The time is come to begin a new period, 


which enlivens the induſtrious, but till now 
2 oppreſſed 


n 


(C7) 
oppreſſed labourer ; which redreſſes and gives 
ſpirit to trading profeſſions, which Were 
fallen into confuſion and decay; which en- 
courages Every ſubject to the lobe of his 
King and country, and to obedience to the 
law; and which will ſecure 1 
and . of the kingdom. 5450 och 
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NN che (Almighty prolong your Majeſty's 
days to the greateſt extent of: human 
life; and maintain your Majeſty, and 
your auguſt Royal Family, in health, 
and all the happindls that canibe > Wali 


4 9 * 
4 190 I: 4 D1 (7s 49 


The Order of the Peaſants do moſt ſub- 
 mifhvelyrecommend:themſelvesta your 
Majeſty — and F attention. 
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MARSHAL, of the D Y ETF. 
BARON AXEL GABRIEL LEYONHUEVUD, 
At che Expiration of his Office, in the Houſe of 

Nobles, September the th, 153. o nn 


If" — 7 * 


My 1 ee Hirata, ind Nobility of "Steal, © 
HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, 
Na happy hour, the moment is at hand, 
when che Nobility, with the other Or- 
ders of the kingdom, are to put a Pals 
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Awe "WY now, in e follilling this, a 
. our laſt meeting, as an Order of 
the State, aſfuredly we ought» firſt, with 
the deepeſt reverence in our hearts, to pre- 
ſent the offerings of our 755 praiſe and 
thafikipiving to the Almighty Providence, 
which has been pleaſed to take à paternal, 
andꝭ at the ſame time a moſt effectual care of 
us and of the Realm; and this under the 
ptoſpect of the moſt horrid times, which 


ever could waren our Parent — 7. T5 


7 „ 
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Wbo i there: n but muſt feel the 
values: of thoſe blethrigswe have gn. and 


We have f&en'the Crown fix d upon the 
head of a great King: We have rei d from 
the — of the Ame King, and by oath 
confirm'd, a new form of Government: We 
have been allow'd, acbording to our abilities, 
to contribute towards the neceſſities of the 
kingdom; and now we may, in agreeable 
Wn ſeparate, and return every one to his 

Wit 2 0 


We 40 not return with dubious minds, 
or anxious hearts; fot now the kingdom i 
3 d, the King's legal power eſtabliſh'd, 


concord 


we 


K 79 % 
concord reviv d, obedience to the law 


where again reſtor 15 and with i it, public * 


rivate cut aud eth 
ry _ 45 80 FA 4445 0% Hes? 

A Ober eps now 3 the Swediſh 
Throney with ſentiments which preſage great 


actions; and with a heart which inſures a 


mild, jul _ N . Government. in 


13 eier 


bee dec /Genlemen! Andes theSwe- 
dich Nobility do not as y 


„ from 
their illuſtrious [Anvaſtors; F598 


the former immortal Gus T Avus's 8 N 
and elevate the Realm; they probably will 
not want . opportunities hereafter, under Gus- 
Avus III. faithfully to follow their King 


in the path he now ſo heroically treads, when 


he claims their afliſtance* for the country's _ 
and by that to gain for their Order, as the firſt 


in * kingdom, that honor, which has be- 


longed to us from antient times, by the pre- 


ference which our deſerts toward the Realm 


have acquired, As our minds now are, and | 


remain united. with the King and the Parent 
Country; it would certainly be needleſs to 
mention any thing further of what the NAH 
of the Swediſh Realm during the ra of 
een ak hve to { performs dad folki. 
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gations for tge confidence and favour, of 


which, in this place, among you, honourable 


3 | Gentle- 


ii or hh only: to teſtify eo bay 
Nobility my eſpect and moſt ſincere obli- 
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Gentlemen, L have-had:repeated.proofs and? 
agreeable teſtirmonies,o:: God is my witneſs, 
that often my heart, during the paſt trouble- 
' ſome deliberations, has been diſtreſs'd to the 
7 ot the event of the public :tfanfac- 
Wit it is now: u e 2 as . 
ord,: confidence and peace have» been 


* 


i effecual toquiet-the former ſtorms. It; is chen 


fore with an heart-felt ſatisfaction I now 
have the honour to reſign the office af Mar- 
hal of the Pyet; which I hitherto; have 
held ; and =: 20. baye:adminiſtered to: che 
beſt of my knowledge and conſcienee;;: May 


this Zlorlous ef Men is to he deliver d 


pu: 3 eee always 
equally reſpectable in thoſe worthy: 


Nane to "which: hercatter may be intruſted;; 


and never be made heavy by the misfortuneg{ 
ef dhe times, Eg 1 alfons of: 3 
Pig ate perſons! 00; 353 arobyrud 503 gi 
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My zeal; for. ths * 5 the Nobile 24 
and my: beſt withes -for - every one of thel 


Members of this Noble Houſe, {hall follow: 


me in my retreat; and, in this breaſt neyet) 
„ 194! d1 T 3% N r art 
a, K 203 van \ihawe Scl 10 


1finally,beg leave to. hw for myſelf the) 
ineſtimable favour of the N . during 
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